Melbourne Waterway Research -Practice Partnership
Research for the improved management of Melbourne’s waterways

Project Summary

Testing critical assumptions of interventions &
outcomes, & designing effective, efficient biodiversity
monitoring to support strategy implementation

This project will
provide improved
clarity and confidence
in understanding how
management
interventions are likely
to achieve the desired
outcomes and
improved monitoring
design and range of
efficient & costeffective monitoring
techniques to properly
support the HWS
MERI.

This project is strongly focussed on supporting the Monitoring, Evaluation, Reporting and Improvement (MERI) Framework and detailed plans for the Healthy
Waterways Strategy. It will help clarify
broad-scale monitoring needs and sampling design requirements, and areas of
research and development including
critical assumptions between key MW
interventions, their relationships with
environmental conditions, and subsequently, on the status/condition of key
values of interest.
The project is collaborative and responsive, assisting with the research needs of
MW as it develops the MERI Framework
(MERF), and detailed Rivers and Wetlands Monitoring and Evaluation Plans
(MEPs).
The focus will be on interventions where
there is high investment by MW and
stakeholders, but low confidence in the
effectiveness, efficiency and/or consistency of achieving the desired outcomes.
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This will involve designing and implementing studies specifically testing critical assumptions and outcomes of key
interventions in a range of settings reflecting environmental and urban development gradients. The two key interventions for 2019/20 are:
• Riparian revegetation: with aim of
providing: a clear and explicit set of
site-level desired riparian revegetation
outcomes; recommendations on appropriate riparian revegetation moni-

Project A2:

MERI

toring protocols; and a data-based understanding of important deficiencies,
gaps and potential solutions for existing MW riparian revegetation monitoring and evaluation practices.
• Billabong environmental watering:
with the aim of developing a coordinated monitoring program to assess
the vegetation response to watering
events.
At a more general level, this project will
continue to provide scientific support
and critical review services to a range of
current and planned MERI activities in
2019-2010, including:
• input to and review of metrics to be
used for evaluation and reporting.
• selection, design, data provision and
review of content for MW’s dedicated
HWS web reporting portal.
• input to the region-wide vegetation
assessment via Landsat time-series
data project led by RMIT.
Outcomes to date
• MERI for streams Discussion Paper for
MERI Science Panel.
• Supported development and brokering of region-wide vegetation assessment and monitoring via Landsat time
-series data research project
• Review of draft MERI Framework.
• Contributions to Rivers MEP, biodiversity reporting for MW Board and HWS
Annual Reporting.
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